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2009 Assessment Year                                                                        Docket #___________________ 
 

Henry County Board of Review Farm Property Assessment Complaint 
 
  Step 1:  Complete the following information 
 
  1.  ____________________________________________ 
           Property Owner’s Name 
 
       ____________________________________________ 
           Street Address 
 
       ___________________________________________ 
           City                                                                                  State                  Zip 
 
  2.  ____________________________________________ 
           Property Address 
 
  3.  ____________________________________________ 
           Parcel Number (The number is listed on your tax bill and assessment notice) 

 
 

 
   
 
    4.  ___________________   ______________________ 
              Telephone number – Home                  Telephone number – Work 
 

5. Do you wish to appear in person at the hearing? 
                     
                     ___________               ____________ 
                                              Yes                                                    No 
 

  Step 2:  Reason for Objection   
 
  6.  Check the reason you are objecting to the assessment. 

a. __ The farmed portion was incorrectly assessed as   
           non-farm property. 
b. __ Incorrectly assigned productivity indexes (PIs). 
c. __ Incorrect assessment for farm buildings.** 
d. __ Incorrect land use listed. 
e. __ Land is prone to flooding 

       INCLUDE PHOTO OF ALL BUILDINGS 

       
 
7.  Write any additional information pertaining to # 6     

  ____________________________________________ 
      ____________________________________________ 
      ____________________________________________ 
      ____________________________________________ 
      ____________________________________________ 
      ____________________________________________ 
 

  Step 3:  Assessed Values of the Property 
   

8. Write the current assessed value 
a.  Farmland________________________________ 

         b.  Farm Buildings___________________________ 
      c.  Total___________________________________ 

 
9. Write the amount you estimate to be the correct  
       assessed value for the current year. 

a. Farmland___________________________________ 
b. Farm Buildings______________________________ 
c. Total______________________________________ 

For Office Use Only 
__________________    _________________ 
              Date of Hearing                                  Time of Hearing 
 
___________________________      __________________________ 
    Date Appeal was Received                       Appeal Received By 

**Complete Farm Building Information Sheet if you checked “C” 
REQUEST WILL BE DENIED IF FORM IS INCOMPLETE**** 

 Step 4:  Sign Below 
  
 I request that the assessment be reviewed so that a fair and equitable assessment of this property can be determined. 
 
 _____________________________________________/___/___               
  Property owner’s or authorized representative’s signature                                            Date 
 
 
If you have any questions, please call: 309-937-3570                  Mail your completed form to 
                                                                                                       Henry County Board of Review 

The form must be postmarked by December 26, 2009  307 W Center 

Cambridge IL  61238 
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Farm Building Information Sheet 
A form should be completed for each building 

 
 
 
PIN___________________________________________                                  
Date_____________________________________ 
 
Building #_________                         Building 
Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1.  Age of Structure______________years            
2.  Size of Structure________Ft X________Ft          
3.  Height of Stucture____________Ft 
 

CONDITION:  P=Poor   F=Fair   G=Good   E=Excellent 
(Circle condition code and type for all information that applies) 

 
Condition Information Type 
 
P   F   G   E 4.  Foundation None    Stone    Concrete    Block    Other________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 5.  Type of Construction Wood   Steel   Pole   Concrete   Other___________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 6.  Exterior walls Wood   Steel   Block   Concrete   Other__________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 7.  Roof Type Asphalt   Steel   Other_______________________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 8.  Floors Dirt   Wood   Concrete   Steel   Other___________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 9.  Electric Wiring None   Yes__________Amp service 
P   F   G   E 10. Plumbing None   Yes _________# of Fixtures 
P   F   G   E 11. Heating None   Yes      Type_________________________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 12. Ventilation None   Yes      Type_________________________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 13. Built-in equipment None   Yes      Type_________________________________________________ 
P   F   G   E 14. Other permanent fixtures   None   Yes   Type________________________________________________ 
 
 

Use and Additional Information 
(Circle all that apply) 
 
15.  Current Use Grain/Machine Storage   Office   Feed handling   Animal Husbandry   Other__________________________  
  
 
16.  Capacity Used ______________% of total capacity  (example:  Bin is never filled more than 50% full) 
 
17.  Time Used Number of months used per year  ____  (example:  shed is only used 4 months out of 12) 
 
18.  Used as originally designed?    ___________________%  (example:  building used for exactly what it was designed = 100%) 
 
19.  Location Not easily accessible      Easily accessible 
 
20.  Updates to structure     As needed      Not updated 
 
21.  Land use of surrounding property AG   Residential   Commercial   Other__________________________________ 
 
22.  Type of operation  Cash rent   Row Crop   Animal Husbandry   Other_________________________ 
 
23.  Maintenance costs > rate of return       < rate of return    = rate of return   
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Definition of a Farm 
 

To be eligible for a farm assessment, tracts of land must  
• Meet the statutory use requirements of the farm 

definition of Section 1-60 of the Property Tax 
Code, below, and  

• Have met those requirements for the preceding 
two years. 

 
Definition of a farm 
“Section 1-60 Farm. 
When used in connection with valuing land and 
buildings for an agricultural use, any property used 
solely for the growing and harvesting of crops; for the 
feeding, breeding and management of livestock; for 
dairying or for any other agricultural or horticultural use 
or combination thereof; including, but not limited to, 
hay, grain, fruit, truck or vegetable crops, floriculture, 
mushroom growing, plant or tree nurseries, orchards, 
forestry, sod farming and greenhouses; the keeping, 
raising and feeding of livestock or poultry, including 
dairying, poultry, swine, sheep, beef cattle, ponies or 
horses, fur farming, bees, fish and wildlife farming.  The 
dwellings and parcels of property on which farm 
dwellings are immediately situated shall be assessed as a 
part of the farm.  Improvements, other than farm 
dwellings, shall be assessed as a part of the farm and in 
addition to the farm dwellings when such buildings 
contribute in whole or in part to the operation of the 
farm.  For purposes of this Code, “farm” does not 
include property which is primarily used for residential 
purposes even though some farm products may be 
grown or farm animals bred or fed on the property 
incidental to its primary use.  The ongoing removal of 
oil, gas, coal or any other mineral from property used for 
farming shall not cause that property to not be 
considered as used solely for farming”

The four categories of farmland 
1. Cropland includes 

• All land from which crops were harvested 
or hay was cut; 

• All land in orchards, citrus groves, 
vineyards, and nursery and greenhouse 
crops; 

• Land in rotational pasture and grazing land 
that could have been used for crops; 

• Land used for cover crops, legumes, and 
soil improvement grasses, but not 
harvested and not pastured; 

• Land on which crops failed; 
• Land in cultivated summer fallow; and 
• Idle cropland 

Cropland is assessed according to the equalized assessed 
value of its debased soil productivity index (PI) as 
certified by the Department of Revenue. 

2. Permanent pasture includes any pasture land 
except 
• Pasture land qualifying under the cropland 

definition and 
• Woodland pasture 

Pasture is assessed at 1/3 of its debased PI EAV as 
cropland 

3. Other farmland includes 
• Woodland pasture; 
• Woodland, including wood lots, timber tracts, 

cutover, and deforested land; and 
• Farm building lots other than homesites. 

Other farmland is assessed at 1/6 of its debased PI EAV as 
cropland 
      4.  Wasteland includes the land that is not one of the 
three listed above.  If it contributes to the farm, it is 
assessed at 1/6 of cropland.  If it does not contribute it is 
assessed at zero.  Grass waterways would be considered 
contributory and a road would be non-contributory. 

2.  Farm residence is assessed at 1/3 of its market value 
like the farm homesite.   
3.  Farm buildings are assessed at 1/3 of their 
contributory value to the productivity of the farm.  
Contributory value considers the current use of the 
improvements and what that use adds to the overall 
productivity of the farming operation.  
4.  Farmland is assessed according to their soil type and 
the land use.  The statutes identify four categories of 
farmland and a method of assessing each one. 

The four parts of a farm 
In setting the assessment on a farm parcel, local 
assessing officials must consider four separate parts 
of the farm:  farm homesite, farm residence, farm 
buildings, and farmland.  These four parts and the 
assessment method for each are described below. 
NOTE:  Complaints for a farm homesite or farm 
residence should be filed on the Non-Farm 
Assessment Complaint form, not this form.   
 
1.  Farm homesite is defined as the land on a farm 
parcel used for residential purposes.  This is 
generally one acre.  It is assessed at 1/3 of its market 
value. 
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