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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  HENRY COUNTY LANDOWNER 

FROM:  HENRY COUNTY ASSESSMENT OFFICE 

RE:  FARM CLASSIFICATION 

 

We are seeking information to determine whether the tract listed on the enclosed application should be 
assessed as farm or non-farm.  This is for assessment purposes only.  The zoning does not affect the 
assessment classification and the assessment classification does not affect zoning.   
 
After reading the entire packet, please answer the questions on the “Farm Assessment Questionnaire.”  
The questionnaire MUST be returned to the Henry County GIS Office at 307 W Center St, Cambridge 
Illinois, 61238 by the date shown below.  If it is not returned, we will make a determination based on the 
information available.     
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the office at 309-937-3413.  Office hours are 
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
Date sent to landowner:                   ____________________________________ 
 
Return to County Assessment Office by:  ____________________________________ 
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“Farm” definition according to 35 ILCS 200/1-60 
     Farm. When used in connection with valuing land and buildings for an agricultural use, any 
property used solely for the growing and harvesting of crops; for the feeding, breeding and management 
of livestock; for dairying or for any other agricultural or horticultural use or combination thereof; 
including, but not limited to, hay, grain, fruit, truck or vegetable crops, floriculture, mushroom growing, 
plant or tree nurseries, orchards, forestry, sod farming and greenhouses; the keeping, raising and feeding 
of livestock or poultry, including dairying, poultry, swine, sheep, beef cattle, ponies or horses, fur 
farming, bees, fish and wildlife farming….For purposes of this Code, "farm" does not include property 
which is primarily used for residential purposes even though some farm products may be grown or farm 
animals bred or fed on the property incidental to its primary use.  
 
Guideline for determining the Primary Use when parcel is of mixed use. 

 Intensive Farm & Residential Use – The primary use of a parcel containing only intensive farm 
and residential uses is residential unless the intensively farm portion of the parcel is larger than the 
residential portion. 

 Conventional Farm & Residential Use – The primary use of a parcel containing only 
conventional farm and residential uses is residential unless the conventionally farmed portion of 
the parcel meets both of the following requirements:    

1.  Farmed portion is larger than residential portion of parcel; and 
2.  Farmed portion is not less than 5 acres in area 

 
Definitions to be used with “Primary Use” guideline 

 Conventional Farm – tending of all major and minor Illinois field crops, pasturing, foresting, 
livestock, and other activities associated with basic agriculture. 

 Intensive Farm – farm practices for which the per acre income and expenditures are significantly 
higher than in conventional farm use.  Intensive farm use often requires significantly more labor 
than conventional farm use.  Because of the wide variety of types of intensive farming, it is not 
possible to compile a comprehensive list of all intensive farming operations, but the growing of 
floriculture crops and truck farming are two examples of farming often found to be intensive. 

 
These are guidelines, not law.  A decision will be issued using the guidelines and evidence submitted.  
The taxpayer may appeal the decision to the local Board of Review. 
 

 
There are other preferential assessments available to landowners if this parcel does not qualify for farm 
assessment.     
 
Preferential Assessment Statutory Reference  Website for additional information 
 
Forestry Management  35 ILCS 200/10-150  www.dnr.state.il.us/conservation/forestry/ 
 
Conservation Stewardship 35 ILCS 200/10-400 et seq. www.dnr.state.il.us/stewardship/ 
 
 
 
   

http://www.dnr.state.il.us/conservation/forestry/
http://www.dnr.state.il.us/stewardship/


PARCEL #___________________________________ 
 

FARM ASSESSMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
 

1. Date of purchase__________________                                                                                            

(All questions should be answered using the date of purchase as the beginning.) 

2. Approximate acres cropped______________Approximate acres pastured_____________ 

      Approximate acres non-ag_______________Total # of acres_______________________ 

(Please indicate each area (crop, pasture, residential) on enclosed map and return with questionnaire) 

3. List each crop produced on this tract______________________Number of years__________ 

                ______________________Number of years__________ 

                           ______________________Number of years__________ 

4. List each type of livestock            ______________________# of head________________ 

                           ______________________# of head________________ 

                           ______________________# of head________________ 

5. Do you file a “Schedule F” with your Federal Income Tax return?  Yes*   /   No 

*If yes, attach copies from previous 2 years. 

6. Do you participate in any government programs such as CRP or Forestry?  Yes*  /   No 

*If yes, provide proof. 

7. If you own or farm other parcels in Henry County, list parcel numbers__________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Please verify accuracy of attached building list and indicate use of each building. 

   

Please attach any other documentation that might be beneficial in making this determination. 
This form must be complete in order to accurately determine eligibility.   
 
 

I have answered all questions to the best of my ability and believe the information to be true and correct.   
 
I believe the current “primary use” of the above referenced parcel is (check one)      ___Farm  ____Non-Farm   
 
   
________________________________________________ __________________________ 
Signature of Applicant      Date 
 
________________________________________________ __________________________ 
Daytime Phone       E-mail Address 
************************************************************************************* 
For Department Use Only: 
____APPROVED ____DENIED  DATE_________________ 
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